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PERNICIOUSNESS 
Of the SIN. of 


SLANDERING, &c. 


20 Slander any one, is to 
5 report any falſe Thing of 
him, or to caſt any re- 
proachful Name upon him, 
to the Damage of his Re- 
putation. And if this proceeds merely 
from our own evil Inclination and Sur- 
miſes, the Sin is abſolutely our own, be. 

ing of our own Breeding and Birth; and 
A 2 we 
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1 22 Buſenf * 
F we. mot el for all the Miſchief | 1 
does: Or, if we take up the Report 
from others, we thereby foſter and che- 
"Tiſh" it; and ſo make it in ſome Senſe 
| our own, by being a Nurſe to it. And 
| in Truth the Caſe is very bad both 
Ways, being very like to the wilful let- 
RA ting looſe- of a Lion or Tiger among 
| People ; which, when once gone out of 
our Hands, is never like to be brought 
into ſafe Cuſtody again: And we are 
truly acceſſary to all the Harm that ſhall 
be done by it in its wild Range and 
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3 20, | WI na, ; in Ch to the World, 4 
think that the Generality of People do } 
not rightly know, or at leaſt do not duly 
conſider what an extenſive. and irrepa- 
rable Miſchief they do, when they | ſlan- 
der any one, more eſpecially any uſeful 
and reputable Perſon, raiſing or rehearſ- 
ing falſe Reports of him: Otherwile, 
| ſurely ſo very baſe and heinous a Crime 
could not be ſo frequently practiſed, and 
10 little. lamented. 
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Taz Miſchiefs of a ſlanderous and 
lying Tongueare fo great and many, that 
they cannot be fully expreſſed : For St 


James tells us, that there is a world of 


iniquily in it ; and that the Root of it 


lies as low as Hell itſelf, from whence it 
brings up flames, to ſet on fire the courſe 


of nature, Jam. iii. 6. Let us, however, 
take ſome ſort of Eſtimate of the Evil 


of it in a few ſerious Thoughts. 


And here, at the firſt Look, it appears 
to be a very unhandſome and ungenteel 
Part, to ſpeak Evil of the Abfent, and 
to ſmite a Man behind his Back: And 


it is certainly very unfair and unjuſt 
Dealing, to accuſe and condemn any one 


in ſo tender and valuable a Concern as 
that of his Reputation, before he is heard, 


or allowed to make his Defence. Such 
as have any Notions of Jultice or of 


Honour will not endure this, and the 


Charity and Integrity of a Chriſtian muſt 


abhor it; yea, no Perſon of common 
Morals, or of common Senſe, can allow 
＋9A3 „ it, 
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6 The Boſomſuof 


it, becauſe it is not doing as he would be 


done by. It is like the cowardly Robber | 


who ſhoots out of a Thicket, and kills 


or wounds deſperately before he is ſeen. | 
This Sin is therefore called Backbiting ;. 


being like the ſneaking little Cur that 


creeps behind a Man's Back and bites. 


his Heels, not daring to appear before 
his Face. And for this Reaſon, we fee 


how pitifully the Slanderer cames off, if 
at any Time the abuſed Perſon happens 


to overhear him, or to fall into his Com- 
pany in the midſt of his Slanders, where- 


by he has an Opportunity to refute the 
malicious Story, to the Confuſion of the 
Author and the Abettors of it. How 2 
baſely does he then hang down his 


aſhamed Face, and bites his lying Lips! 


With what conſcious Bluſhes does he be- 
gin to ſoften his harſh Expreſſions, and 


to recal his malicious Words ! Or per- 


| haps with like Fal hood attempts to 


father them upon ſome Body elſe that 


is abſent, who therefore cannot confront 


him. 
Now 


Slandering and Bacltbiting. 7 


Now this is the ſowing of thoſe bane- 
ful Seeds of Diſcord and Diviſion, where- 


by intimate Friends are many Times ſet 
at Variance, Relations imbittered one. 


againſt the other, the common Peace 


diſturbed, Commerce deſtroyed, Schiſms 


and Factions increaſed, and a whole Na- 
tion inflamed. Hereby one Neighbour 
is brought to look with Anger, and to 


carry with Reſervedneſs towards ano- 
ther; and thence ariſe Parties on the one 
Side and on the other; and theſe, like 


the Battalians of oppoſite Armies, ſkir- 
miſh, or perhaps engage downright 


where-ever they meet. And where Strife 
is, there is uſually every wicked work, 

Jam. iii. 16. To prevent which, the 
| Royal Pſalmiſt reſolved to cut off ſuch as 


privily ſlandered their neighbour, as a ne- 
ceſſary Proviſion for the common Peace, 


which as a Prince it became him to pre- 


ſerve, Pſal. ci. 3. For where there is no 


tale-bearer, ſtrife ceaſæth; as where tber 
1s 10 "—_ there Tant t. Prov. xxvi. 
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Bur hun can any one that knows 
Gove, do &\ Thing fo. contrary to his 


ighteous and beneficent Nature! Gop 
is 8 1 ruth and. Love ſelf, and all Lies 
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louef avil 1 more Ys Kad. and bing ra- 
ther than lo ſpeak righteouſneſs... | This 
is the Nature of Malice, which ever 


delights rather to make mention of 
feigned Vices than of real Virtues. Thou 


2 all devouring words, O thou deceil- 
ful tongue ! The Slanderer ſeeks to de- 
vour the Proſperity, Peace, and good 


Name of his Neighbour, and therefore 
his Words are truly ravenous and de- 
vouring. God ſhall likewiſe deſiroy thee 


for « ever. As thou loveſt to deſtroy and 
. devour, 


 BSlandering and Backbiting. 9g 
devour, O thou Slanderer, ſo the righte- 
ous Gop will recompenſe thy Malice in 


thy own Way, and thou ſhalt be de- 
ſtroyed for ever. He Hall take thee 
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwel- 


ling” place, and root thee out of the land 


of the living. And what is the worſt of 


all, when he is rooted out of the Earth, 
he will be debarred from entering into 
Heaven; for he only ſhall aſcend into 
the pill of the Lord, and be owned by 
Gop as a Member of his Church both 
below and above, hat backbiteth not 
with his tongue, nor doth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach 
againſt his neighbour, Pſal. xv. 3. It is 
not only ſaid, that he doth not raiſe a 


Reproach againſt any one, but he does 


not take it up, nor meddle with it when 
it is raifed and laid before him. He will 
not defile himſelf by entertaining the 
dirty Rumour, nor have any Hand in 
forwarding ſo foul a Miſchief : There is 
very great Danger in the Caſe, not only 
for that our preſent Peace and Honour 
will VE very. much expoſed by our meds 

| A 3 dling 
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dling with falſe Rumours and a; 


but that it will alfo endanger” our ever- 


laſting Happinefs : For ſucbh as love, as 
well as thoſe who make" lies, will be ex- 


eluded from the Kingdom of Gor, Rev. 
XXxii. 15. The Nathanaels in whom there 


7s 0 guile, are the Ifracilites indeed, fit for 


the Fellowſhip of Him whoſe mouth 
 , there was no deceit. But without are dogs, 
fuch as ſnarled at all Paſſengers, though 


never ſo harmleſs, and had many Times 


no other Cauſe for their Barking but 
the Noiſe of other peeviſh Curs. So that 
Ve ought always to remember, that ly- 


ing lips. are an abomination to the Lord; 
and that ſuch as deal truly are bis delight, 


Prov. Xii. 22. And theſe few Words 
are enough to terrify any ſenſible Per- 
fon from contracting the leaſt degree 


of this Guilt ; and to put him upon keep- 
ing the door of his lips, that they never 


tranſgreſs the Bounds of Truth and Cha- 


* 


ESPECIALLY TY we farther conſider, 


that the Sin of Slandering is a high 


Breach 


Slandering and Bockbiting. 11 


| Breach of that Charity which is the 


Life and Soul of the Chriſtian Religion, 
1 Cor. xiii. the badge of Chriſt's diſ- 
ciples, John Xiii. 35. and the very 
Temper and Conſtitution of ſuch as are 
born of God, 1 John iii. 10. If the grand 


Principle of Charity be wanting, all our 


deeds, how ſpecious ſoever, are nothing 


worth, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. But like the Sa- 
crifices that wanted Salt, are unſavoury 


and unacceprable. If there be Malice 
in the Heart, the Prayer is leavened, and 
the Gift at the Altar unaccepred, It is 
the Duty of a Chriftian zo ſpeak evil of 


no man, Tit. iii. 2. To bope the beſt of 
every man, 1 Cor. xiil. 7. To lay afide 
all malice, and all guile, and bypocrifi es, 


and envies, and all evil-ſpeaking, 1 Pet, 


ii. 1. To love one another with a pure 
heart fervently, Ws yy And in 
ſum, all Chriſtians are to love une another 
4s themſelves, and to'] live as members one 
of another, having | the ſame Care one for 
another, and the ſame Concern for 
each other, 8. Welfare, with the ſame 

Sympa- 


12 The Baſeneſsof + 
Sympathy in one another's Comforts 
and Sorrows, as the members of the ſame 
dach, Rom. xii. 5, 1 5. | 


Dor how contrary to all this 1s the 
Sin of Slandering, which ſhoots poi- 
ſoned Arrows againſt a Man's moſt va- 
lued Enjoyment, his Reputation? A 
Man's good Name is many Times his 
Livelihood, and by blaſting this, you 
rob his Family of their Bread; and 
therefore our Laws in this Caſe allow 
any Tradeſmen conſiderable Damages, 
if he be maliciouſly aſperſed. And the 
higher the Station of the Perſon is, ſo 
much the more heinous is the Offence, 
and the more advanced the Damages; : 
as in the Caſe of a ſcandalized Noble- 
man. The beſt of the Heathens had 
always the tendereſt Senſe of any Inju- 
ry done to their Name. The great 
M. T. Cicero ſays, That none but 
People of the moſt baſe Spirits, and 
the moſt flagitious and profligate 
« Lives, could be negligent of their 


Reputation. And it was the com- 
Av | mon 


Slandering and Backbiting. 1 3 
mon Doctrine of their Moraliſts, that 
ſince a good Name was one of the great 
Rewards of Virtue, every one ought to 
prefer his Honour before his Life; and 
for the ſame Reaſon, to be exceedingly 
careful that he never injures others in ſo 


ſenſible a Point. And therefore Socrates 


uſed to ſay, That he had rather it 
© ſhould never be ſaid, that there was 
ſuch a Man as Socrates, than that it 
ſhould be ſaid, he was guilty of any 
Vice.“ For indeed, the Slandering 
and Backbiting of a Man does not only 
diminiſh the Comfort of his Life, but 
likewiſe renders him leſs capable of do- 
ing Good in the World. And in this 
reſpect, the Slandering of a Miniſter 
of Gop will be a more than common 
Aggravation of the Crime; for he will 
not be capable of doing ſuch Good in 
his ſacred Office as he otherwiſe might, 
where foul Aſperſions have leſſened the 
Eſteem, and alienated the Affections of 


thoſe who are to partake of his Exhor- 


tations and Advice, And although 
he 


e be Boſe gf. 

he will en a competent Mealure of 
Comfort in himſelf, if his on Conſeience 
clears him, yet ſtill he will not be fo 
uſeful ta others; for which the Slan - 
derer muſt anſwer at laſt before bim hay: 
Judgeth Wray | | 


Aug: if there were. apy-Bowels 3 in the 
Detractor, it could not but grieve him 
at the Heart, to ſee the Sorrow and. 
Alffliction that he cauſeleſly brings upon 
an innocent Perſon; and though he 
ſhifts off the Thoughts of this for the 
preſent, yet ſurely the Tears of the In- 
nocent will one Day be more bitter to 

- the Perſon that cauſed them, than the 
Perſon that ſhed them: Even when. 
their Prayers to Gop to vindicate their 
Innocency, ſhall be heard, and He 

| ſhall reprove with equity for the meek in 
the earth, and ſhall blow the Clouds 
that encompaſſed them upon the Faces 
of their Enemies, and turn all. the Ar- 
tillery of their evil Speeches againſt the 
* of the Authors of them. 


3 
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- Ann whenever the Slanderer comes 


to have. Thoughts of Repentance, there 


will be this diſmal Circumſtance of his 

Sin, that will fit. heavily upon him, ta 
wit, that the Damage he has done is in 
many Caſes irreparable. For when a 
falſe Report is ſet on foot, it runs many 
Ways, in Diſcourſe, in Writing, by 
Sea and Land: And were the Author 


pl it never ſo willing to recal it, he can- 


not do it: He may afk Pardon of the 
Perſon offended, and may ſign a Retrac- 
tation, and print and publiſh it, and do 
all he can to ftop and ſtifle the Slander z 
but after all, it is not imaginable that 
every one that has heard the Lie will meet 
with the Refutation of it; fo that a full 
Reparation for the Injury is not practi. 
cable, And this will be Matter of 
Grief, even after the moſt ſolemn Re. 
pentance. Though the Slanderer has by 
his Prayers and Tears obtained Forgive- 
neſs both of Gop and Man, yet this does 


not — 3 the Slander; the falſe 
Report 


16 7 he | Baſoneſs of 
| * runs on among thoſe who have 
not heard it refuted; and ſuch as have 
no Mind that it ſhould be ſtopped, will 
ſtill 'puſh it forward: And now the 
Fault has a new Aggravation, as com- 
mitted againſt one that has been ſo kind 
and obliging as to forgive the Offence, 
which gives NEE Ws to an * 
ee Mind, i alu ts 


Tus is one Reaſon why the heavy 
Weight of the Sin of Murder ſeldom 
wears off; though the murdered Perſon 
be ſuppoſed to have Time and Charity 
to forgive his Murderer ; though the 
Fact be ſo privately committed that 
the Law can take no Hold of him; and 


4 though he be truly penitent in the Sight 


of Gop; yet, foraſmuch as the Blood 
of the murdered Man is pit as Water 
upon the Ground, and can never be ga- 
thered up again, and no Amends can be 
made to the injured Perſon, or to his 
mournful Family, for the Treſpaſs; the 
Conſcience of the Murderer ſcarce ever 

042 regains 
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8 landering and. Backbiting. 17 
regains its Peace. Even fo likewiſe in 
the Murder of any one's good Name, 

the Reparation being uſually impoſſible, 
the Guilt of it will be proportionably 
uneaſy. He that robs a Man in his 
Houſe, or on the Road, may make full 
Reſtitution for the Wrong he does; yea, 
he may add thereto the Overplus of 
Fourfold, as in the Jewiſb Law : But 
in the Caſe of Slander, he cannot in 
many Caſes reftore a fourth Part ; as in 
the fore- mentioned Caſe of a ſlandered 
Miniſter of CHRIST, by which, per- 
haps, the Slanderer has hardened many 
à Soul againſt bis Miniſtry; or it may 

be againſt the F unction itſelf, and ſo may 
have occaſioned their eternal Ruin. 
Now what Amends can he make for 
this? And conſequently, what Ground 
has he for a full and conſtant Peace 
within himſelf! 4 Since this Rule in Di- 
vinity will ever remain firm, that ſuch a 
Repentance eſtabliſhes the greateſt Peace 


in the Breaſt of che Penitent, which does 
the 


FF. "The Baſing of 
the. moſt. fully aboliſh the i Edt of 
he Sun committed. 


Now. ſince this Sin is 5 1 
great, one would expect that nothing 
but an immenſe Advantage could draw. | 
People into the heavy Guilt of it: But 
here there is no Kind of Proportion ; for 
there is uſyally nothing gotten by it's; 
but the pleaſing of a malicious Diſpo- 

| firion, or a vain Delight i in telling News, 
or the humouring of ſuch as are ill affect · 

ed towards the flandered Perſon, or his 
Party. And here we may obſerve by the 
Way, what ill Manners it is to the Com- 
pany, and what a manifeſt Defect in 

Breeding, « or in Senſe, to lay before them 
a Parcel of ill- natured Lies and Calum- 

nies for their Entertainment; ; Which is 
to ſuppoſe them ill-bred, as well as ill- 
natured, and withal very ill Chriſtians 3 3 
or otherwiſe, fuch Diſcourſe of the Ab- 
ſent would rather be offenſive than agree 

able to them. And therefore, one would 
think it could never be practiſed by Per - 
ſons 
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| fons of Education, much leſs of Reli- 
ee on OR nn 

Bur there is one common Covert for 
this, which is indeed a great Cauſe of it; 

and that is, when People who are of 4 


Party in any Matter appertaining to 


Church or State, eſteem it as a com- 
mendable Piece of Service to their Cauſe 
to beſpatter their Oppolites, right or 
wrong; or if they hear a little Matter, 
to enlarge upon it at their Pleaſure. 
Thoſe that are of their Party, they think 


will be glad of ſuch a Story, tho* never 


ſo foul or ill- grounded; and they fancy 
that the Cauſe they advance will juſtify 
all their Lies and Calumnies, though dif- 
charged againſt the greateſt and moſt 
valuable Perſons in Church and State. But 


let them be aſſured, that the very Name 
of Party is hateful to our ſupreme Lord 


and judge, except in the Caule of ChRIS 


and Belial; and that all Lies and Calum- 
_ nies are abhorred by Him. And as he 
never reviled any one, no, not the Re- 


viler, 
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20 The Boſonf of. 
viler, 10 has he enacted many 3 
Laws in his holy Goſpel, to ſuppreſs 
all Evil-ſpeaking in ſuch as bear his 
Name; as we ſec in the Scriptures be- 
fore. alledged. tt 


Bur ſome may ſay, What muſt we 
do then when we hear ill Reports of any 
one? Muſt we. ſtop our Ears, or run 
out of the Company, or impoſe on our- 
ſelves an uneaſy Silence in Things which 
others take a Freedom in? The Reply i is 
ready from the Direction of Gop Him- 
ſelf in his holy Word; wie muſt not take 
up the Reproach, nor countenance the 
Malice, but muſt ſhew our Diſlike to 
the Thing, and reprove the Tale-bearer 3 
who may very pertinently be aſked» 
whether he is ſure of the Truth of what 
he reports? And if he fails here, he may 
well be aſked farther, how. he can in 
Honour or Conſcience report a Thing 
which is ſo doubtful in its Original, and 
yet fo, pernicious in its Conſequence? And 
a _ — ſeaſonable and truly Chriſtian 
Suggel- 
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| Suggeſtions may do a great deal of Juſ- 
tice to the Perſons aſperſed, and prevent 
the ſpreading of the Infection. For in 
this Injury, as well as others, if there were 
no Receiver, there would be no Thief. 


ia though the Report ſhould prove 
true, yet doubtleſs there are uncharitable 
and unſeaſonable Truths, which ought to 
be ſuppreſſed. The Sins and Follies of 
our Brethren are but a barbarous Sub- 
ject for our Mirth and Entertainment. 
We muſt ſpeak evil of no Man, in our 
common Diſcourſe to his Damage, 
where the mentioning of it, thoꝰ true, 
is unneceſſary and unuſeful; but we muſt 
rather go privately to the Perſon himſelf, 
and acquaint him with the Report; and 
if it be true, and the Perſon impenitent, 
we may acquaint his Miniſter, or ſome 
grave Perſon with it, who may reprove 
him with more Authority. And we may 
in the laſt Place tell it to the Church, that 
he may be cenſured and proceeded againſt 

as Circumſtances require; which is our 
J | EO dieses 
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bleſſed an Diredion in pike Cafes, n 
Leh xxviii. 16. 


5 EM now in ah Cloſe, leveveryin rea- 
ſonable Perſon conſider, whether it be not 
an Extremity both of Sin and Danger, 

and no leſs of Folly, with reſpect to both, 

to become guilty of ſo grievous a Crime 
as this of Slandering, to compaſs any 
worldly End whatſoever; much more 
when there is little elſe in view but the 
meer gratifying of the Malice and En- 
vy of our own wicked Hearts, in Service 
td che Devil. For he it is that is prinei- 
pally gratified and ſerved by this Sin, in 

. which the Slanderer ſhapes himſelf ex- 
*a@ly after the Devil's Image, who is de- 
ſeribed to be the Accuſer of the brethren, 

Rev. xii. 10, Yea, in this the Devil is 

many Times ſerved rather for Love than 

Hire, there being very often no ont 

ward Advantage to be reaped from dt. 

But however, the Slanderer's Wages are 

very certain, und very great, even the 
. at re prepured for the devil and his 


A gents, 
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Agents, who are his Angels and Meſſen- — 


gers, where the offenſive Tongue will for 
ever cry out with unſpeakable Anguiſh, 
Jam juſtly tormented in thefe flames, ex- 


1 a very bitter Nene vente it. 


Tux Sbtn of the whole Matter i is, that 
'It greatly concerns every one to be ten- 
der of the Reputation of another; not on- 
ly as he would be ſo treated by others;but 
as he would be approved of Gob. And 
for this Reaſon, we muſt be flow to ſpeak, 
and to receive Things of a contrary Na- 
ture. And for ourigreater Security, 'we 
muſt pray'to the holy and beneficent Spirit 
"Ep God to be our Keeper and Director, 
and to enable us to mörtify all Malice, 
Envy, and irregular Paſſions; and to en- 
due us with that heavenly Grace of Cha- 
rity, which neither wiſhes nor works Evil 


to any one, but is ready on all Ocvafions,. 


12 its comely Vail, to cover a multitude of 
Sins. i : - 
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